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The Medical Associates 
Audiology Department 
provides comprehensive and professional 

audiological care for individuals of all ages 

with hearing and balance concerns. Our 

standards of patient care are directed 

to the unique needs of each individual, 

ensuring improved quality of life through 

better hearing and balance. A wide variety 

of hearing aid styles and sizes are available 

from various manufacturers, giving patients 

multiple options from which to choose.

Our goal is to determine a person’s range 

of hearing and the levels and types of 

hearing loss. 

Hear what you’ve 
been missing.

| we believe |
       every sound is special

DEPARTMENT OF AUDIOLOGY



ServiceS OffereD: 
• Adult and pediatric hearing evaluations, hearing

aid dispensing, and subsequent follow up care
• Vestibular (balance) testing and treatment
• Ototoxic hearing evaluations-hearing evaluations

for patients taking medications that can
cause hearing loss. (Consult with your primary
care physician to determine if medications you
are taking may be considered ototoxic)

• Bone anchored hearing aid (BAHA) evaluations
and subsequent follow up care

• Customized swim plugs, iPOD/MP3 player plugs,
musician or hunting ear plugs

Hearing loss is not just an ailment
of old age. it can strike at any 
time and any age, 
even childhood.

HOw DO i KnOw if i HAve A HeAring LOSS?
Hearing loss can result from aging, exposure to loud 
noise, infections, head or ear trauma, hereditary factors, 
as well as a number of other causes.

You should see an Audiologist if you have any of the 
following symptoms:
• You frequently ask people to repeat themselves
• You have difficulty following group conversations
• You have difficulty hearing women and children
• You feel that people are mumbling when they talk
• Your TV or radio is louder than what others prefer
• You have ringing or noises in your ears (tinnitus)
• You withdraw from social settings because of

difficulty hearing

Studies have linked untreated hearing loss to:
• Irritability, negativism, anger, fatigue, tension,

stress and depression
• Avoidance or withdrawal from social situations
• Reduced alertness and increased risk to

personal safety
• Impaired memory and ability to learn new tasks
• Reduced job performance and earning power
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Hearing loss population by age group*
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*Based on the research of Sergei Kochkin, Ph.D. Better Hearing Institute, Washington, DC.

Meet our Audiologist

Dionne Hughes, M.A., FAAA
Medical Associates Clinic | East Campus  
1000 Langworthy | Dubuque, IA 52001  
563.584.3475  

Professional Degree: Master of Arts, Audiology 
Education: Northern Illinois University, Dekalb, IL 
Licensure: Audiology, Hearing Aid Dispenser

Hearing loss facts

– 3 in 10 people over age 60 have
hearing loss 

– 1 in 6 baby boomers (ages 41-59)
have a hearing problem 

– 1 in 14 Generation Xers (ages 29-40)
already have hearing loss 

– At least 1.4 million children (18 or
younger) have hearing problems 

– It is estimated that 3 in 1,000 infants
are born with serious to profound 
hearing loss

> Untreated hearing loss is more noticeable than
wearing a hearing aid. Schedule an appointment

with us today – we can help.

A staggering 31.5 million people report a hearing 
difficulty. The number of people with hearing loss by 
age is provided in the graph shown below.


